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Make the 
most of 

your outside 
space

VaRa Garden Design         07977 523125 (Vanessa) or 07941 403861 (Rachel)        www.varagardendesign.co.uk

It’s that time of year when the days are getting longer and the sun, when it appears, holds the promise of the summer ahead.  It’s also 
a time when the garden starts to wake up properly and we venture back outside, perhaps in the early evening but certainly at the 
weekend; so it’s naturally a time to take stock of your garden.  In our busy lives, having an outdoor space to sit and switch off, or try 
our hand at growing food or plants to enjoy, is increasingly important. Somewhere green, outside is a treasure to cherish. 

Spring is always a good time of year to reassess how you want to use your garden, planning for the months and the year ahead (and 
it’s certainly a good chance to get ahead before it gets too hot).  Sometimes it’s difficult to know where to start so local award-winning 
garden designers, Vanessa Hoch and Rachel Pocock of VaRa Garden Design have put together some questions you might like to ask 
yourself, along with some solutions to encourage you along;

When do I use the garden the most? What time of year and what time of day?
Looking at where the sun travels across the garden will help you decide where to sit, whether it’s an early cuppa in 
that sunny corner of your plot, or some welcome shade to relax in the heat of the afternoon.  

What will grow in my garden?
Have a look at what is already there - it could be that the planting needs a refresh or it may indeed need a complete 
overhaul if there are a lot of old ‘leggy’ plants.  It’s really tempting to just buy or grow what you like, but for plants 
to thrive and give you as little to do as possible, do a bit of research and have a look at what is happy in your local 
area, as you’ll all have the same sort of soil.  Writing a shopping list before you visit the vast, colourful array for sale 
at your local plant nursery or garden centre will also help you make the most of your money!

Do I see the whole of my garden all year round, or are there parts I only venture to as 
the days lengthen?
The parts of your garden that you can view all year round, are the most important; if you can make your planting 
work through all of the seasons, it will give you pleasure, even through the short winter days. Choosing plants that 
work all year round isn’t impossible.  Think about all of the different aspects of plants that can be interesting, be it 
the colour of the bark, the shape of a plant whether it’s in leaf or not, the seedheads left through the winter after a 
glorious sunny summer, and of course, there’s always the obvious evergreen.  Try to provide an interesting view as 
well as a reason to step outside to catch the latest glimpse of fresh buds, seasonal flowers, moving grasses and 
dependable shrubs.

Does the garden have strong links to the house in terms of materials and surfaces?
This is a really good way of enhancing both the indoors and the outdoors by connecting the two spaces. Try picking 
out indoor colours outside, by using plants in pots near to your house, or choose similar floor materials and textures; 
colour or layout can help unite both areas.

If it all seems too daunting, help is always at hand!
Garden designers are worth thinking about when you’re ready to make some changes. They can help you redesign 
just your planting scheme or even your whole garden.  Consultations are a great way to start to find out what they 
can offer you and how they approach a project; some designers can even work alongside you, simply giving advice, 
as you make changes yourself. Their design eye combined with sound horticultural knowledge and access to 
specialist plant nurseries, can offer surprisingly good value for money and really help you make the most of that 
treasured piece of green!

If you’d like to find out more, visit our website or give either of us a call - we look forward to hearing from you!
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